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World War Il in the West




Shipbuilding on the Lower Columbia
Shift Change at the Kaiser Yard, Vancouver,
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Seattle At War, 1941-1945
Todd Shipyard at Night, 1942
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Population Growth in Six West Coast Cities, 1940-50

1940 1950

% of % of Total Black
Total Pop. BIl. Pop. Total Total Pop. Bl Pop. Total % Inc. % Inc.

Seattle 368,302 3,789 1.0 467591 15666 33 270 3135
Portland 305394 1,931 06 373,628 9,529 25 223 3935
San Francisco 634,536 4,846 08 775,357 43502 56 222 797.7
Oakland 302,163 8,462 28 384,575 47562 124 27.3 462.1
Los Angeles 1,504,277 63,774 4.2 1,970,358 171,209 8.7 31.0 168.5
San Diego 203,341 4,143 2.0 334,387 14904 4.5 644 259.7

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940, Population,
vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, parts 1, 5, 7 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1943), tables 31, 35; Census of the Population, 1950, vol. 2, Characteristics of the Popula-
tion, parts 5, 37, 47 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1952), tables 34, 53.

Saturday, March 16, 13



Migrant Couple in Oakland
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James G. Thompson and The Double V
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Should I Sacrifice To
y . p . 923
These Men Developed The “*Double V™ Idea Live ‘Half-American.
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The Double V Campaign

Being an American of dark complexion...these
questions flashed through my mind. Should |
sacrifice my life to live half American? Will things be
better for the nextgeneration in the peace to follow?
Would it be demanding too much to demand full
citizenship...in exchange for the sacrificing of my
life? Is the kind of America | know worth defending?

These and other questions need answering. | want to
know and | believe every colored American who is
thinking wants to know...

Let we colored Americans adopt the Double V. The
first V is for victory over our enemies from without,
the second V is for victory over our enemies from
within... For surely those who perpetrate those ugly
rejudices here are seeking to destroy our democratic
orm of government just as surely as the Axis forces.
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NAACP Dinner Annual Dinner, Mt. Zion Baptist
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Fair Employment Practices
Comm_lttee (FEPC) Meetmg June
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The Growth of Black Political Power:
W. Byron Rumford, Berkeley,1948
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Black and Latino Kids in Lincoln
Park, Los nqeles. ca. 1942
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Workers Waiting for Bus in Oakland,
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Black Migrants in Oakland
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Asa Philip Randolph, 1941
Boeing Assembly Plant, Seattle, 1941
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Franklin Roosevelt and
Executive Order 8802, June 25, 1941

i
F

EXECUTIVE ORDER ss02

FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE
IN DEFENSE INDUSTRIES

...... I do hereby reaffirm the policy of the United
States that there shall be no discrimination in the em-
ployment of workers in defense industries or Government
because of race, ereed, color, or national origin, and I do
hereby declare that it is the duty of employers and of
labor organizations, in furtherance of said policy and of
this order, to provide for the full and equitable partici-
pation of all workers in defense industries, without dis-
crimination because of race, creed, color, or national

...... i

e WwITE NoUsE »
Juse 2V

*Excorpe from Execative Ovder 8802 I R ! /
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They traveled with their mementos and
history all tied to the top of a car—
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Reaction to the Migrants
Migrants near El Paso, 1943 (L)

WAINW The state of

| _— Arkansas has

geitigy  moved to

| & California, the
state of Texas
has moved to

California, and
California has

gone to hell.

P
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Black Population Growth, 1940-1945

« City 1940 Pop. 1945 Pop.
 San Francisco/
« (Qakland 19,000 147,000
* Los Angeles 64,000 218,000
« Richmond, Ca. 800 23,000
« Vallejo, Ca. 0)

16,000
« Seattle 3,000 15,000
 Portland 1,900 22,000
 Bremerton Va4

3,000
 Pasco 27 2,900
 Vancouver, Wa. 12 01010
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Sinclair Park Community Church Sunday
School,
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Boeing Flying Clipper, 1939
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Boeing Bombers Over Germany,
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Northwest Enterprise Headline, March 8,

'LABOR AT BOI

to

ont
ure

[ rae

Labor Troubles -
Tie Up Freighter

; | that

D. D. Watson Dies.

m..« mw Ce- |
ment™ a m“t@o
and Alasks, 1o scoept a chef-cook,
cmawﬁndmmoqbov.
| aaaigred Lo thetrs by the Marine

Tanion, uuud"‘!l—bb\u' te-up lastt

weel.

The uoublo Aross vn\en the
freighter Tequisitioned the men ‘to
fully man her qwi It is reported
the .n(up-r- manning the
frolghter were! willlng to accept
the cooks, but refused to sall with
the mess boy-, bocsu-e they had
no-separate lavatory. . Thelr refu-
sal caused the Marine uanlon to or-
der the “Diamond CTement” tled
up. +
- Beveral efforts were wmade td
jearn from which ‘departmaent the
refusal came o permit race men
to aall. Neither the owners Ror
crow assumed Pesponaibility, How-
ever, the boat was released and
salled after having been detained
24 hours, >

It was learmed that the affalr
was compromised by the cwners
paying the men refused employe
ment on account of color, one full’
month's pay in Meu of thelr right
to demand the assignment allots
tod  them.

Other union men freely er!u-
claed the zction of the men in sir-
rending rights a0 dearly bought.

REMIND YOU-
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omanx ek ;U

Bosmg

on

~S¥ith the passing of D. D, W5
son, 6S.years-old, 0515 mpu"‘
Way, death again invades the rank '
of Seattle's ploneers. Just
days prior to Bls deaty, wpparent-7
ly in the beat of health he way
stricken with influenza which =af-
fected his heart, causing death.

A native of Ohlo, hé came to
Seattle In 1802 and engaged ln'
the express and transfor business. |
Later he jolned the police depart-]
ment of ‘Seattle, serving: 14 yeara'
At the time of his-doath he was
& member of the police depart-
JL waa the Hen-
ton department whioh furnished
tho.escort for his funeral.

Many mourn the passing of the
man who practiced the Golden
Rule and was always quick to re-
Heve dlatreas.

Last rites were held at the An.
gelus Mortuary with the Rever-
ends Fountain W. Penlck and
Judson Swancy officlating. In-
terment was at Evergreen ceme-
teory.

He is survived by his widow,
two sons, ahd many friends.

Dr.E. ). Brown

Endorses Jones

In' & signed statement handed |
| to,_the Northwest Enterprise Wed-

| ie E.

tnud.sy, Dr. Edwin, J. Browh, can-

Selby,

Acuve In Church

lMymmmmmCoa:-

30 Years, Passes—

Mra, Carrie E. Selby, 85, dled
at her home, 2008 E, Valley, Mon-~
day, March 4, passing in her sleep
during the night. ‘She was borx
4t Claiborme, Ala, October 9,
1858,

_An 85 year old woman who has

beenrn aétive in church work for
half & century was known as one
of the church “mmothers.'
_No church member has a bet-
ter recard of devoled WervICE LRI
Mra, Selby, the mother of three
children. She came to Seattle 30
years ago from Fargo, South Da-
kota, where she was an active
member of & white church.’ The
letter which she brought from the
pastor and cangregation there was
one of her cherished possessions.

One of the most lovable char-
acters connooted with the Firat
AME. Church, Mrs. Seiby had,
in the years as & member, given'
unselfishly of her, timé, mervice,
and money. She was suid %o be
one of the church's beavieast con-
tributors. - She was active in the
laying of the comerstone of the
present eodifice, and a ‘memorial
window (s also credited to her ef-
forts, The atewardesn botnd'il the
auxiliary with which-she was moal

]

AlrplaneCo-Aa-omneal
egrwhbwﬁm?ﬂzm—

mmmm
2 _alled Ny the Asvosactical Me-
chamics Unlon in its discrimizna-
{tionm policy, £ wzay leasned this
week. Proof 2hat the uakm i un-

PADY S policy Wid ealabliaBed WISEr -
it was learned that membders of
the union are required to take the
tollowing pledge; *E will not recom-
mond for memberankip In this union
any other than membars of the
white race™ The'cath is taken on
initiation ‘and repeated at each
mecting of loocal number«75L.

mfforts to broak down-the Boe~
Ing Company’s diserimination poli-
cy were made last October when
& young Race men applied for
Ltraining at the Boging shops fol-
lowing the Isanching of a pro-
gram to traln additional mesn to fill
the company's back orders. Ap-
prentices were being pald 45¢ ‘per
hour while training. However, Ne-
groes were told at the plant that
the company dikl not traln nor
hire Negroes. ¥FPaul Fredrickson,
with whom Hutohen K. Hutchen
Attermpled to discuas the company’s
discrimination polioy sald that he
would recognize no complaints un-
less’ made by letter,

When. Hutlchens toox his story
to the union he was told that the
Acronauical Mechanics Union was
ecatablished years aga and Yad ne-
ver sccepted Negroes as members.,

The Boeing ' Alrplane Company
was awarded a contract of $8,104-
892 in Seplember of 1930 by tthe

closely connected during Her thir-

arch 16, 13

War Department for bombardment




Dr. Seuss Profiles Racial Discrimination in U.S. Defense
Industries

Example: Boeing would not hire Blacks because they were

not in the Aero-Mechanics Union but the Union would not

accept the The Old Run-Around

> 2/
* :

ot hired by

ispes D Sevss
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Challenging Discrimination From Within The
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James Duncan on Black Workers at Boeing
Local 751 March in Seattle, Feb. 1943

1We have officially gone on

+ g8 record as agreeing to live up
“*8i to the letter and spirit of the

iy executive order whole-

— 48 |heartedly and without

L= \#dreservation. At the same

'the war situation has been
' used to alter an old-

“established custom and do
e I not feel it will be helpful to
SR -\,’ war production.

| o . 5 : -
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Dorothy West Williams,

First Production Worker, Boeing Airplane Company,

i afte llsm’
1 3 hlo
sed o “u“ '

Twits mime wiite givls was ca..«d
]‘::ce. Ralinier School, where hey+’
j weze trainets for~AlscTaft Sheet!
.x::.nwm.o'r;a-c;.t 8
up:oy::se.z affice., Two days Iat-!
ler, May 1I, Dey were all full!
,M Boeizg Clipperettes and:
"m o the Aerczavticsl In.
§w.u District Lodge No. 5L
‘to Five up a :’mw :..enr‘.ui
.w Abmmoadx.e \..ne,-

\'e:m continue o fight Race)

&.tu-x::. 0.“1' ,‘ minlature ]

Wiliams will gpive |
Decathes Weel W3 & gFa- bcrvncc.:bo\'eg'o“'ome'ul
Mdmymm;mce'-w ‘*d.auucl
== Wisce's Pusiness Ooliege of! mmy-—u.,.rmh,mxu
Seatiie, Wasdington 4 30w em-| |now for &Nl future eventualities. |
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Black Workers, Boeing Plant, Renton,

T
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The Impact of the War on Black Women

* [t was
Hitler
who got
us out of
white

folks’
kitchens.
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Women Working at Boeing, 1943:
The Impact of Black Women on Inez

level. | learned ¢
Boeing. In fact |

.- The job really broadened

# me. {Before the war] | had

no contact with Negroes

except as maids or
ardeners... We were
rought up to think that

colored people were not on

the same economic or social

ifferently at
found that

some of the blac

ever knew.

Saturday, March 16, 13

K people |

got to know there were very
superior and certainly equal
to me—equal to anyone |



Shipbuilding on the Lower Columbia
Kaiser Yard in St. Johns (Portland)
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Map: The Kaiser Yards in Portland and Vancouver,
Henry Kaiser and Eleanor Roosevelt at Vancouver
Shipyard, 1943
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Employment Ad:

The Kaiser Yards, Portland & Vancouver, 1942

Moss experience is not necessary, Training will be given
M. Willingness 10 work and a desire to do that work

twill do the maximum good——those are the things that

WAGES
" with the patriotic view point look at the practical side
"’E"f it the pav scale at Oreqon Shipbuilding Corpora-
"and. Kaicer Co. Ine.. Swan Island. and Kaiser Co. Ine.,
o contamed in the Master Azreement between the

f p
"‘-“ Shipbuilders and the Metal Trades Department,
il

Wborers . . . . 88¢ per hour

$..... 95 per hour
J°“"Mymeﬂ .« « « *1.20 per hour
ladmen .« .. 143 per hour
fremen . . . . 1.58 per hour

"Gn Come to Work Within 5 Days

NW[ 2201 or Fill Out Coupon ond Mail.

t
'hh v | taz

tome lo work

Time-and-a-hall pay for all time above 40 Kours in any
calendar week. or ahave 8 houre in any one dav.
Day shift 8 A. M. to 4:30 P. M. with 30 minutes for lunch.

Plus 10€¢ Extra Pay for Swing Shife.
Swing shift 714 houre work with pav for 8 hours,
Hours-——<3:30 P, M. to 12:30 A, M. with 30 minutes for lunch.

Plus 15 Extra Pav for Gravevard Shifr.
Coraz r_\aral <hift 7 houre work with pav for £ hours,
Hours—12:30 A. M. 108 AL M. with 30 minutes for lunch.

Notice: All shipyard employees must become members of
the A, F. of L. having jurisdiction over their particular craft,

WORK DAYS—AND VACATION

Y ard emplovees work 6 dave in a calendar week. Fa ery Tth
week theyv have hath Saturday and Sunday off.

The vacation azreement provides for one week's vacation
(with 40 hours’ pav) in a vear's period and i« ziven after 1200
working hours,

If You Can Come to

Work Right Now
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Portland 1944

Integrated Shipyard Crew
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African American Women Shipyard Workers,
1943

« 1. Black auxiliary union
members could not vote in
general union meetings.

2. They could not be promoted
without permission of the
white local.

3. They could not present
grievances to the company

4. The auxiliary could be
dissolved by the local union at
any time.
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The Portland (People’s) Observer
Rev. J.J. Clow of Mt. Olivet Baptist Church,
THE PEOPLES
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FEPC Hearing, Washington, D.C.
June 1942
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Shipbuilding in Portland in World
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World War Il Housing in Richmond,
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Wartime Housing in Los Angeles

| urge that your committee
take enough time to walk
through the former Little

3 Tokyo. Here you will find
~ life as no human is
“expected to endure it.

B Our records show families
& = piling up four, five, and six
persons to a bedroom. In
one case a family of five
was living in a dirt floor

arage with no sanitary

acilities whatsoever. In an
abandoned storefront
twenty-one ‘oeople were
found to be living and
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Vanport
s Largest War Housing Ci

ty

The World
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2008

Portland Police
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Detroit Riot, Summer 1943
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Mayor Devin on Racial Tension in
Seattle, 1944

The problem of racial
tension is one which is
fraught with dynamite
and it is going to affect
us not only during the
2 War, but also after the
War. It is our duty to
.| face the problem
Nee. | together. If we do not

=S do that, we shall not

» e exist very long as a

W civilized city or as a
nhation.

c c & L3
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--Seattle Mayor
William F. Devin,
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Christian Friends for Racial

LUNCHEON
AT
AUGUSTA

SHANNON' 8
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The Migrants:
Images and Impressions

: :

_,,:_.:_,,
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Recalling the Migrants:

Seattleites LeEtta King and Elva Moore Nicholas

| know | was quite ashamed of

them. They looked so bad.

Women wearing dungarees and

their heads tied up with a

' handkerchief. | just tried not to
- see them. (King)

A lot of them were awfully
aggressive. They liked to fight.
Down there [in the South] they
had to step off the sidewalk and
the other fella pass by. They
got up here and they would

Saturday, March 16, 13




The Migrants:
The Local Response

* There was discord because this had been
such a small black community and although
we had our share of segregation, we felt that
we were better off if we were less visible...
the fewer of us, the better off we were, and
we felt that with more black people there
would be more problems. Black people
would come here and get arrested and be
going to jail all the time and making a lot of
noise and we would all suffer.

Seattle Resident Maxine Pollard
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The Migrants:

A Northwest Enterprise Cartoon and Editorial,

e e ] AS long as one
el member of our
gl race compels
criticism from
other races for
being uncouth,
ignorant, and
dirty, so does our

entire race receive
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Armeta Hearst Recalls the

 We were all
talking about
“those
sharecroppers,
this” and “those
sharecroppers,
that.”

e We're all
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Who is a Migrant?:
Charles Stokes (and Phil Burton) Seattle, 1950
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Rev. Benjamin Davis and
Parishioners at Mt. Zion Baptist
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Aerial View of the Central District, November
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sald Tracts to a corporation or association formed by residents
or owners of property in Innis Arden No. 2, or to a corpora
tion or association formed by residents or owners of Innis
Arden, for community purposes, in the activities of which cor
poration or association residents of Innis Arden No. 2 shall
have the right to participate, subject to reasonable restrictions
and requirements imposed by such corporation or association.

14. RACIAL RESTRICTIONS. No property in said addi

tion shall at any time be sold, conveyed, rented or leased in|

whole or in part to any person or persons not of the White
or Caucausian race,
Caucausian race shall be permitted to occupy any property
in said addition or portion thereof or building thereon except
a domestic servant actually employed by a person of the White

or Caucausian race where the latter is gn occupant of such|=

property.

15. ANIMALS. No hogs, cattle, horses, sheep, goats, or

or similar livestock shall be permitted or maintained on said |+

property at any time, Chicken hens, pigeons, rabbits and other
similar small livestock, not exceeding a total of twenty-five
in number, shall be permitted but must be kept on the premises
of the owner, Not more than one dog and cat may be kept for
each building site. No pen, yard, run, hutch, coop or other
structure or area for the housing and keeping of the above

Saturday, March 16, 13
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Map of “Ghetto” Page 3:

Seattle Is Blighted By
Restrictive Covenants

Trial Dates Set I
For Film Group
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Central District Housing in 1947: An Emerging

L
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Horace Mann School, 2008
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THE BLIND SENSATION, RAY cuAm.;g,J" ,
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Northwest Enterprise Editorial by
John Blount, 1951

- I s We condemn the
s e s dope peddler who
| =" preys on teenagers
and uses their

4] schools as a
convenient center
of distribution.
Seattle parents, the
menace is here as
elsewhere, and is
probably close to

your doors.

Ubf




Japanese and Black Kids at
Collins PIavqround Seattle 1947

-\lir-
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Maya Angelou on the Transition from
Japantown to Little Harlem (San

* The Yamamoto Sea Food Market quietly became
Sammy’s Shoe Shine Parlor. Yashigira's
Hardware metamorphosed into La Salon de
Beaute owned by Miss Clorinda Jackson. Where
the odors of tempura, raw fish and cha had
dominated, the aroma of chitlings, greens, and

ham hocks now prevailed.

 No member of my family and none of the family
friends ever mentioned the absent Japanese. It
was as if they never owned or lived in the
houses we inhabited. The Japanese were not
white folks. Since they didn’t have to be feared,
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* Interracial Couple,
Seattle, 1947
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Negro Victory Committee Leaders:
J. Raymond Henderson, Charlotta Bass,
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Little Tokyo (Los Angeles) Store Scene, 1945




Crowning Adelia Avery Miss International
Center
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Left: Rainier
Vista Public
Housing

. We realized we had
o 1 At
R TOT OUT rights. There
QB EetE  Was no better place
o to go.

» Seattle Resident,
1950
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