
Week  8
 World War II in the West
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Shipbuilding on the Lower Columbia
Shift Change at the Kaiser Yard, Vancouver, 
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Seattle At War, 1941-1945
Todd Shipyard at Night, 1942
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World War II and the African American 
West
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Migrant Couple in Oakland
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James G. Thompson and The Double V 
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The Double V Campaign
   Being an American of dark complexion…these 

questions flashed through my mind.  Should I 
sacrifice my life to live half American?  Will things be 
better for the next generation in the peace to follow?  
Would it be demanding too much to demand full 
citizenship…in exchange for the sacrificing of my 
life?  Is the kind of America I know worth defending?  


 These and other questions need answering. I want to 

know and I believe every colored American who is 
thinking wants to know…  


 Let we colored Americans adopt the Double V.  The 

first V is for victory over our enemies from without, 
the second V is for victory over our enemies from 
within… For surely those who perpetrate those ugly 
prejudices here are seeking to destroy our democratic 
form of government just as surely as the Axis forces.
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NAACP Dinner Annual Dinner, Mt. Zion Baptist 
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Fair Employment Practices 
Committee (FEPC) Meeting, June 
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The Growth of Black Political Power:
W. Byron Rumford, Berkeley,1948
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Black and Latino Kids in Lincoln 
Park, Los Angeles, ca. 1942
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Workers Waiting for Bus in Oakland, 
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Black Migrants in Oakland
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 Asa Philip Randolph, 1941
Boeing Assembly Plant, Seattle, 1941
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Franklin Roosevelt and 
Executive Order 8802, June 25, 1941
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They traveled with their mementos and 
history all tied to the top of a car—
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Reaction to the Migrants
Migrants near El Paso, 1943 (L)

• The  state of 
Arkansas has 
moved to 
California, the 
state of Texas 
has moved to 
California, and 
California has 
gone to hell.
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Black Population Growth, 1940-1945

• City   1940 Pop.  1945 Pop.

• San Francisco/
•   Oakland  19,000  147,000
• Los Angeles   64,000  218,000
• Richmond, Ca.              800    23,000
• Vallejo, Ca.             0     

16,000

• Seattle     3,000     15,000
• Portland     1,900     22,000
• Bremerton          77       

3,000
• Pasco          27       2,900
• Vancouver, Wa.         12         4,000 
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Sinclair Park Community Church Sunday 
School, 
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Boeing Flying Clipper, 1939
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Boeing Bombers Over Germany, 
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Northwest Enterprise Headline, March 8, 
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Dr. Seuss Profiles Racial Discrimination in U.S. Defense 
Industries

Example: Boeing would not hire Blacks because they were 
not in the Aero-Mechanics Union but the Union would not 
accept them as members because they were not hired by 
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Challenging Discrimination From Within The 
Union:
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James Duncan on Black Workers at Boeing
Local 751 March in Seattle, Feb. 1943 

• We have officially gone on 
record as agreeing to live up 
to the letter and spirit of the 
executive order whole-
heartedly and without 
reservation.  At the same 
time we rather resent that 
the war situation has been 
used to alter an old-
established custom and do 
not feel it will be helpful to 
war production.
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Dorothy West Williams,
First Production Worker, Boeing Airplane Company, 
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Black Workers, Boeing Plant, Renton, 

Saturday, March 16, 13



The Impact of the War on Black Women

• It was 
Hitler 
who got 
us out of 
white 
folks’ 
kitchens.
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Women Working at Boeing, 1943:
The Impact of Black Women on Inez 

• The job really broadened 
me. [Before the war] I had 
no contact with Negroes 
except as maids or 
gardeners… We were 
brought up to think that 
colored people were not on 
the same economic or social 
level.  I learned differently at 
Boeing.  In fact I found that 
some of the black people I 
got to know there were very 
superior and certainly equal 
to me—equal to anyone I 
ever knew.
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Shipbuilding on the Lower Columbia
Kaiser Yard in St. Johns (Portland)

OREGON 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY
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Map: The Kaiser Yards in Portland and Vancouver, 
Henry Kaiser and Eleanor Roosevelt at Vancouver 

Shipyard, 1943

OHS
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Employment Ad: 
The Kaiser Yards, Portland & Vancouver, 1942
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Integrated Shipyard Crew, Portland 1944
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African American Women Shipyard Workers, 
1943
• 1. Black auxiliary union 

members could not vote in 
general union meetings.

• 2. They could not be promoted 
without permission of the 
white local.

• 3. They could not present 
grievances to the company

• 4. The auxiliary could be 
dissolved by the local union at 
any time.
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The Portland (People’s) Observer
Rev. J.J. Clow of Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, 

Portland
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FEPC Hearing, Washington, D.C. 
June 1942
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Shipbuilding in Portland in World 
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World War II Housing in Richmond, 

Saturday, March 16, 13



Saturday, March 16, 13



Wartime Housing in Los Angeles

• I urge that your committee 
take enough time to walk 
through the former Little 
Tokyo.  Here you will find 
life as no human is 
expected to endure it.  

• Our records show families 
piling up four, five, and six 
persons to a bedroom.  In 
one case a family of five 
was living in a dirt floor 
garage with no sanitary 
facilities whatsoever.  In an 
abandoned storefront 
twenty-one people were 
found to be living and 
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Vanport: 
The World’s Largest War Housing City
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Portland Police, 2008
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Detroit Riot, Summer 1943
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The Zoot Suit Riot, Los Angeles, 
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Mayor Devin on Racial Tension in 
Seattle, 1944

   The problem of racial 
tension is one which is 
fraught with dynamite 
and it is going to affect 
us not only during the 
War, but also after the 
War.  It is our duty to 
face the problem 
together.  If we do not 
do that, we shall not 
exist very long as a 
civilized city or as a 
nation.

   --Seattle Mayor 
William F. Devin, 
Speech at the Saturday, March 16, 13



Christian Friends for Racial 
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White Native and Black Migrant, Seattle, 1942
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The Migrants: 
Images and Impressions
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Recalling the Migrants:
Seattleites LeEtta King and Elva Moore Nicholas 

• I know I was quite ashamed of 
them.  They looked so bad.  
Women wearing dungarees and 
their heads tied up with a 
handkerchief.  I just tried not to 
see them.  (King)

•  
• A lot of them were awfully 

aggressive.  They liked to fight.  
Down there [in the South] they 
had to step off the sidewalk and 
the other fella pass by.  They 
got up here and they would 
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The Migrants: 
The Local Response

• There was discord because this had been 
such a small black community and although 
we had our share of segregation, we felt that 
we were better off if we were less visible…
the fewer of us, the better off we were, and 
we felt that with more black people there 
would be more problems. Black people 
would come here and get arrested and be 
going to jail all the time and making a lot of 
noise and we would all suffer.

Seattle Resident Maxine Pollard
•  
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The Migrants: 
A Northwest Enterprise  Cartoon and Editorial, 

• As long as one 
member of our 
race compels 
criticism from 
other races for 
being uncouth, 
ignorant, and 
dirty, so does our 
entire race receive 
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Armeta Hearst Recalls the 
• We were all 

talking about 
“those 
sharecroppers, 
this” and “those 
sharecroppers, 
that.”

• We’re all 
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Who is a Migrant?:
Charles Stokes (and Phil Burton) Seattle, 1950
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Rev. Benjamin Davis and 
Parishioners at Mt. Zion Baptist 
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Aerial View of the Central District, November 
1946
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Central District Housing in 1947: An Emerging 
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Horace Mann School, 2008
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Northwest Enterprise Editorial by 
John Blount, 1951

• We condemn the 
dope peddler who 
preys on teenagers 
and uses their 
schools as a 
convenient center 
of distribution.  
Seattle parents, the 
menace is here as 
elsewhere, and is 
probably close to 
your doors.
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Japanese and Black Kids at 
Collins Playground, Seattle 1947
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Maya Angelou on the Transition from 
Japantown to Little Harlem (San 

• The Yamamoto Sea Food Market quietly became 
Sammy’s Shoe Shine Parlor.   Yashigira’s 
Hardware metamorphosed into La Salon de 
Beaute owned by Miss Clorinda Jackson.  Where 
the odors of tempura, raw fish and cha had 
dominated, the aroma of chitlings, greens, and 
ham hocks now prevailed.

• No member of my family and none of the family 
friends ever mentioned the absent Japanese.  It 
was as if they never owned or lived in the 
houses we inhabited.  The Japanese were not 
white folks.  Since they didn’t have to be feared, 

Saturday, March 16, 13



• Interracial Couple, 
Seattle, 1947

Saturday, March 16, 13



Negro Victory Committee Leaders:
J. Raymond Henderson, Charlotta Bass,  
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Little Tokyo  (Los Angeles) Store Scene, 1945

Saturday, March 16, 13



Crowning Adelia Avery Miss International 
Center
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Left: Rainier 
Vista Public 

Housing 

• We realized we had 
to stand and fight 
for our rights. There 
was no better place 
to go.

• Seattle Resident,  
1950
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