
Week 5
Settlement in the West
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Black Settlers Near Sarasota, Wyoming 
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The Topeka 
Colored Citizen, 
Our advice to the 
people of the South, 
come West.  Come 
to Kansas in order 
that you may be 
free from the 
persecution of the 
rebels.  If blacks 
come here and 
starve, all well.  It is 
better to starve to 
death in Kansas 
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The Seattle Daily Intelligencer on Black 
Migration to Seattle and the Pacific 

Coming to Seattle, 1879• There is room for only a 
limited number of colored 
people here.  Overstep that 
limit and there comes a 
clash in which the colored 
man must suffer.  The 
experiences of the Chinese 
on this coast indicate that 
beyond question.  And so 
we fear it will be for the 
negro.  The few that are 
here do vastly better than 
they would do if their 
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Anti-Chinese Sentiment in Washington 
Anti-Chinese Riot, Seattle, Anti-Chinese Flyer, 
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The Twin Territories:
Oklahoma and Indian Territories, ca. 
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Map of Kansas, 1872
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White Homesteading Family on the Kansas Frontier, 
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Frontier Sod House, ca. 1882
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Kansas Republican Party, 1880
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John Brown Mural in the Kansas State Capitol 
Building
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Fighting for Freedom in the West
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Exodusters on the Mississippi River, 
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George Washington Carver at Tuskegee
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Benjamin “Pap” Singleton and the 
African American Migration to 
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Migrants From Mississippi Bound for Kansas, 
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Dunlop Academy, ca. 1882
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Dunlop Logging Operation, ca. 
1882
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Dunlop High School, 1931
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Lexington, Kentucky Founders of Nicodemus: 
W.H. Smith, Benjamin Carr, Jerry Allsap, Jeff Lenze, William 

Edwards, Rev. Simon Roundtree
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Kentuckian Willianna Hickman on 
Kansas, First Impressions

• I looked with all the 
eyes I had.  Where is 
Nicodemus?  I don’t 
see it.  

• The families lived in 
dugouts.  We landed 
and struck tents. The 
scenery was not at all 
inviting and I began 
to cry.
–Willianna Hickman, 
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A Kansas Farm Family, ca. 1876
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Nicodemus As Described by its 

• Nicodemus was 
originally settled by 
the colored race, and 
by their patience and 
untiring energy have 
succeeded in gaining 
a grand, glorious 
victory over nature 
and the elements, 
and what used to be 
the Great American 
Desert now blooms 
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The Leading Citizen of Nicodemus
Edwin McCabe
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The Decline of Nicodemus: 
The Cyclone, Sept. 7, 1888

• We are sorry to see 
several of our 
businessmen making 
preparations to move…  
We consider this a very 
unwise move and one 
they will regret.  
Nicodemus and her 
businessmen have 
nothing to cause this 
alarm.  For every one 
that goes now, we will 
get ten wide awake men 
next spring.  Don’t get 
frightened,  hold on to 

Thursday, February 28, 13



Thursday, February 28, 13



Nicodemus Parade, August 2, 
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Nicodemus Parade
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Exodusters:
Leaving Vicksburg Traveling Through St. 
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Exodusters on the Mississippi River, 
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The Exodusters in Topeka, 
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The Twin Territories:
Oklahoma and Indian Territories, ca. 
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Oklahoma Land Rush, 1889
The Last Chance for a “Free” Home
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Far and Away with Tom Cruise 
and Nicole Kidman

Thursday, February 28, 13



Ida B. Wells and Son, Charles, ca. 
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Edwin McCabe and Oklahoma 
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Aerial View of Langston City, 
2008

Thursday, February 28, 13



Langston University Campus 
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Edwin McCabe on the Virtues of 
the Oklahoma Frontier

• Oklahoma Territory 
is the paradise of 
Eden and the 
garden of the Gods.

• Here the negro can 
rest from mob law.  
Here he can be 
secure from every ill 
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Opening the Cherokee Strip, 1893

• Everyone that can should go to the 
[Cherokee] strip...and get a hundred and 
sixty.  All you need...is a Winchester, a frying 
pan, and the $15.00 filing fee.
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Coming to Langston City
• For some time every few days, the Santa Fe train 

from Texas would pull in a couple of coaches 
loaded to the roof with Negro immigrants, 
Langston-bound.  They brought their families and 
household goods.  It was really something to see.  
Some even came in wagons and lots on foot.

• Lots of people who came here were so 
disappointed that they went back home.  It took 
real enterprising folks to stick it out.  There wasn’t 
but one [hotel] in town so most the families lived in 
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The Last Chance for Free Homes:
The Oklahoma Land Rushes

• On the day of the run the blacks 
gathered at the line, many destitute 
and without food but all determined 
to make their bids for new homes…. 


 McCabe, himself, who went out to 

see how his people were doing, 
returned to Guthrie with a report 
that he had been the object of 
violence.  One of the [white 
cowboys] pulled his gun and fired at 
McCabe, who was unarmed and 
dodged behind a wagon.  The other 
cowboys pulled their six-shooters 
and fired five or six shots at him.  


 They were upon him before he was 

rescued by a group of black men 
armed with Winchesters.  In spite of 
the violence it was estimated that Thursday, February 28, 13



Oklahoma Territory:
The Last Chance for Free Land

• The whole 
Indian 
Territory was 
swallowed 
by the white 
man but 
many black 
men helped 
in the 
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Black Women Homesteaders in 
Oklahoma Territory, 1895
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James and son, Zacharias Blakely, 
Selling Vegetables in Yankton, South 
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African American Women Homesteaders, New 
Mexico and Nebraska, ca. 1890
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Children of Homesteaders Near the All-
Black Settlement of Dewitty, Nebraska, 
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The Joe Wells Family
Homesteaders near Moscow, Idaho Territory, 
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Black Settlement in Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, 
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Spokane Falls, Washington Territory, 
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Rev. Peter Barrow and Calvary Baptist Church
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Spokesman Review, March 6, 
• For the purpose of giving the Negroes of Spokane 

an opportunity to make good on the farm, and to 
prove their worth as farm laborers, a band of 
Spokane colored folks has organized a 
development company, bought 140 acres of land 
near Deer Lake and will start this spring to 
develop the land with Negro labor only.  No 
similar company exists in the United States...

• Quoting Peter Barrow Jr. 

• “Here we establish a place where a demonstration 
of the possibilities of the colored farmhand can 
be made.  In this enterprise we have decided to 
go to the soil, the base of all values, and 
demonstrate a fitness to survive in the Northwest 
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Booker T. Washington Giving a 
Speech in Lakeland, Tennessee,  
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Objectives of the Deer Lake Irrigated 
Orchard Company

• 1. Grow different winter apples in a 
scientific manner.

• 2. Operate the biggest and best 
orchard in Stevens County

• 3. Be both economical and profitable in 
our business undertakings.

• 4. Help defray expenses by growing 
truck garden vegetables between trees.
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Presidents as Cowboys
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Black Cowboys
Bonham, Texas, 1909
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East Texas Farmers
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Bonanza TV Series 

Thursday, February 28, 13



Rancher Ben Palmer of Virginia City, 
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Henrietta Williams Foster, Texas 
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Black Cowboys in Colorado and 
Kansas
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Black Cowboy in North Dakota Saloon, 
ca. 1890
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Black Cowboy and Chicano Vaquero on 
the 

Rio Grande, ca. 1880
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Black Yakima Cowboy, ca. 
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Theodore Roosevelt, Dakota 
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Theodore Roosevelt, Dakota 
Rancher

• Some of the cowboys are Mexicans who 
generally do the actual work well enough but 
are not trustworthy.  They are always regarded 
with extreme disfavor by the Texans in an 
outfit.  Southern-born whites will never work 
under them and look down upon all colored or 
half-caste races.

• One Spring I had with my wagon a Pueblo 
Indian, an excellent rider and roper, but a 
drunken, worthless, lazy devil; and in the 
summer of 1886 there were with us a Sioux 
half-breed, a quiet, hardworking, faithful 

Thursday, February 28, 13



Thursday, February 28, 13



Nat Love (Deadwood Dick) 
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Black Cowboys and Hollywood:
Clint Eastwood and Woody Strode in Rawhide 
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Texas to Kansas Cattle Drive, ca. 
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Bose Ikard and Charles 
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Bose Ikard and Charles 
• Bose Ikard surpassed 

any man I had in 
endurance and stamina.  
He was my detective, 
banker, and everything 
else in Colorado, New 
Mexico and the other 
wild country I was in.  
We went through some 
terrible trials during 
those four years on the 
trail.  He was the most 
skilled and trustworthy 
man I had.
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Danny Glover, Rick Schroeder, 
and Robert Duvall in Lonesome 
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Daniel Webster “80 John” Wallace 
and His West Texas Cattle Ranch
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Daniel Webster “80 John” Wallace  
Describes His Early Years as a 

• Everyone slept on the 
ground in all kinds of 
weather with our blankets 
for a bed, a saddle for a 
pillow, and a gun under his 
head.

• Without medical attention 
one either got well or died.  I 
have seen a pitiful sight of a 
cowboy groaning with pain 
while we stood around 
helpless, had nothing  or 
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John M. Hendrix on the Role of 
• [Negro cowboys] were usually 

called on to do the hardest work 
around an outfit such as taking 
the first pitch out of the rough 
horses.  It was the Negro hand 
who usually tried out the 
swimming water when a trailing 
herd came to a swollen stream, 
or if a fighting bull or steer was 
to be handled, he knew without 
being told that it was his job.  
On cold rainy nights, Negroes 
would  stand a double guard 
rather than call the white folks.  
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Unidentified Texas Cowboy on 
the 
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Dodge City, Kansas, End of the 
Trail

Ben Hodges
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Billy the Kid and the Lincoln 
County (New Mexico Territory) 
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Crime and Punishment in the West:
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Isom Dart on the Left
Discussion of Lawson Fleetwell on the 

• Lawson Fleetwell, a bad man from 
the Indian Nation, was shot and 
killed by an officer in Trinidad 
(Colorado) on Monday night.  
Fleetwell was in a gambling 
institution and got up a gun play in 
which he himself was killed.

• The cowboy seems to be keeping 
up his reputation this year as well 
as ever, and the mortuary reports 
are as entertaining as usual.  It’s 
generally the cowboy that gets the 
worst of the racket and he is not 
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