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Reconstruction in the West
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Blacks Celebrating Emancipation
Illustration from French 
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Reconstruction in the West:
Black Grievances in 1865 

• 1.  Black Westerners are denied the 
right to vote.

• 2.  They are denied the right to serve 
in the militia.

• 3.  They are excluded from public 
schools.

• 4.  They are excluded from testimony 
in court.
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San Francisco Newspaper Editor 
Philip Bell, The Pacific Appeal, 

• We have removed the 
emblem of our mourning 
[slavery] which gave out 
evidence of our woe….   
America has no slave 
within her wide domain.

• She must have no 
disfranchised citizen 
beneath the shadow of her 
flag.
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Texas Emancipation 
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They wanted to get closer to freedom, so 
they’d know what it was—like a place or 
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Terror in Texas:
Susan Merritt Remembers

• Lot’s of niggers was 
kilt after freedom… 
They owners had em 
bushwacked.  You 
could see ‘em 
hangin’ to trees in 
the Sabine [River] 
bottom right after 
freedom because 
they cotch ‘em  
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Texas Black Codes
• 1. The Homestead Law 

grants only whites  the 
right to homestead land 
in Texas.

• 2.  The Child 
Apprenticeship Law 
allows white employers 
to assume control over 
the labor of black 
children.

• 3. The Texas Penal 
Code establishes the 
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Post Civil War Texas 
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Child Nanny With Two Sisters
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Texas State Prison, Huntsville

• 1. One black male convict 
was given a three year 
sentence for stealing a 
side of bacon ($1.00 
value).

• 2.  A black woman was 
sent to Huntsville for 
three years for stealing 
$1.00.

• 3. A black man was 
sentence to three years in 
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Congressional Reconstruction 
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The Impact of Congressional 
Reconstruction:
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Texas State Republican Convention, 
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Black Republican Political Meeting in East Texas, 
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Black Texas Political Leaders:
State Senators Matthew Gaines and  

Thursday, February 7, 13



Matthew Gaines on Integrated 
Education

• If a white man has 
the right to crawl 
into a colored 
woman’s cabin 
and have children 
by her, that child 
has the right to 
sit by his brother 
or sister in 
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Texas’s First Interracial 
Legislature, 1870

• 1. Prohibited 
discrimination on public 
transportation.

• 2. Centralized (but did 
not desegregate) public 
schools.

• 3.  Passed a gun control 
law.
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Texas State Police, 1870-1875
“The Governor’s Hounds”

• The Texas State 
Police is authorized 
to pursue criminals 
across county lines 
and to arrest 
offenders in those 
counties where 
authorities are too 
week to enforce 
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Texas State Police, 1979-

• The Texas State 
Police is authorized 
to pursue criminals 
across county lines 
and to arrest 
offenders in those 
counties where 
authorities are too 
week to enforce 

Thursday, February 7, 13



Thursday, February 7, 13



Texas “Gun Culture”
Texas Governor Rick Perry On The Campaign 
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John Wesley Hardin
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Black Landowners in East and 
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Post Civil War Family in Texas
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Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, Houston, 
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Juneteenth Celebration, Houston, 
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Freedman School in Central Texas, 
ca. 1870
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Paul Quinn College
Waco, Texas, ca. 1890
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Wiley College: The Great Debaters
Melvin Tolson is in the Upper Left

Thursday, February 7, 13



Thursday, February 7, 13



The Reestablishment of Democratic Political 
Domination:

Removing African Americans from the Texas Legislature 
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Decline in Black Voting in 

• Number of Black 
Voters  in Texas

• 1870          
100,000

• 1906               
5,000
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Reconstruction in Indian 
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The 1866 Treaties Between the 
U.S. Government and the Five 

• 1. Federal Government demands 
that Indian nations allocate land 
to their freedpeople.

• 2. The nations shall individually 
decided if, and in what manner 
they will incorporate the 
freedpeople.

• 3. The Indian nations must 
relinquish control of the sparsely 
settled lands west of the 98th 
meridian.  These lands will 
become Oklahoma Territory.
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Map of the Creek Nation
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Creek Freed Family Farming in 
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Seminoles and Seminole 
Freedpeople Attending Church 
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Racially Integrated School in the 
Seminole Nation, ca. 1890
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Reconstruction in The Creek & Seminole 
Nations
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Creek and Freedmen Legislators 
in the House of Warriors

• By the 
mid-1870s the 
Negroes held the 
balance of power 
in Creek politics
—

Historian Angie 
Debo
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Island Smith, Black Creek Doctor, ca. 
1881
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Oklahoma State Representative
Anastasia Pittman, 

State Legislator for Seminole County, Oklahoma, 
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The Cherokee Nation During 
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Cabin of Cherokee Freedpeople, ca. 
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Black  and Indian Members of the Cherokee 
Militia
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The “Intruder” Question in the Cherokee 
Nation: Joseph Rogers Responds, 1876

• I am one of those unfortunate 
ones.  I came too late.  Born 
and raised among these 
people, I don’t want to know 
any other.  The green hills and 
blooming prairies of this 
Nation look like home to me…  
I look around and I see 
Cherokees who in the early 
days of my life were my 
playmates…and in early 
manhood, my companions.  
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Who is Cherokee?
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Descendants of Cherokee 
Freedpeople at Tribal Hearing, 
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The Chickasaw and Choctaw 
Nations
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Freedman Home in the 
Chickasaw Nation, ca. 1881
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Emma and Jefferson Pitchlynn
Chickasaw Freedpeople
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Choctaw Whipping a Black “Intruder” ca. 
1870
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Choctaw Freedmen Fishing
• The freedpeople of the 

Choctaw and 
Chickasaw nations 
entered the post-war 
era as a people without 
a country, without any 
rights except the right 
to occupy and work the 
land to which they were 
denied ownership.
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Enlistment Papers of Choctaw (Simon Clark) and 
Chickasaw (Boynton Colbert) Freedmen in the Union 

Army During the Civil War
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James Milton Turner, “For Justice and a 
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Memorial of the Chickasaw Freedman, 
• To the Honorable Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of 
America.

• The undersigned, your memorialists, 
respectfully show that they are residents of 
the Chickasaw nation, and are “persons of 
African descent” born and bred in the said 
nation….

• We had the assurance…from the very date of 
this [Treaty of 1866] that the enfranchisement 
of the Negro was the leading design of this 
clause..  If this be the true intent…of this 
clause of the treaty, we respectfully suggest 
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Population Growth in Indian 
Territory,

                  1870      Percentage       1890     
Percentage


• Indians    59,367         87%       50,055        
28%

• Blacks        6,378         10%       18,636         
11%

• Whites      2,407
     3%     109,393        
61%

Thursday, February 7, 13



Railroad Construction Across 
Indian Territory, ca. 1885
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The Dawes Commission in Indian Territory, 
ca. 1890
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Senator Dawes on Civilization for 
Native Americans

• To be civilized is 
to wear civilized 
clothes, cultivate 
the ground, live in 
houses, ride in 
Studebaker 
wagons, send 
children to school, 
drink whiskey, and 
own property.
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Black Choctaw Freedpeople 
Waiting for Allotments, 1891
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Chickasaw Freedpeople 
Receiving Allotments Under the 
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Reconstruction Across the 
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Helena, Montana Territory, 
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Colorado Territory, 1866
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Lewis Douglass
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William Jefferson Hardin
• Slavery went down 

in a great deluge of 
blood, and I greatly 
fear, unless the 
American people 
learn from the past 
to do justice now & 
in the future, that 
their cruel 
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The First Black Voters in Wyoming 
Territory,  1869
• Six  black voters, men and 

women, who intended to cast 
ballots in South Pass City, 
Wyoming Territory, in 1869 faced 
an angry mob of mostly 
Democratic gold miners who 
blocked their route to the town’s 
only polling place.  

• Only the timely intervention of 
the territory’s Republican-
appointed U.S. marshal, Church 
Howe, saved the day.  Howe 
marched to the polls besides the 
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Black Suffrage in Oregon
The View of the Oregon Statesman 

• If we make the 
African a citizen, we 
cannot deny the 
same rights to the 
Indian or the 
[Chinese].  Then 
how long will we 
have peace and 
prosperity when the 
four races… should 
be at the polls and 
contend for the 
control of 
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San Franciscans Celebrate the Union Victory 
and the End of the Civil War,  July 4, 1865
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Opposition to Black Voting in California, 
• Learned writers on 

ethnology declare the 
superiority of the white 
race.  In fact all scientific 
writers concur that the 
black nations are 
decidedly the lowest on 
the intellectual scale.  
All the civilization they 
can lay claim to has 
been thrust upon them 
by the strong hand of 
slavery.

• Given that ninety-nine 
out of each hundred 
negroes of the country 
are steeped in 
ignorance, giving them 
the vote would make 
them fools of 
unscrupulous 
demagogues which 
would lead to the 
inevitable war between 
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Democratic Presidential Campaign Brochure, 
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Philip A. Bell and the San Francisco 
Elevator
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Philip A. Bell on the Chinese
• “We must either have 

the Chinese with 
their filthy habits or 
the Negroes with 
their American 
ideas.”

• When asked why he 
did not speak out for 
Chinese rights, Bell 
responded, “They 
must paddle their 
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Anti-Chinese Rally in San Francisco, 

Thursday, February 7, 13



The Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882
From Left: Exclusion Poster, Chinese 

Thursday, February 7, 13


