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Slavery in the West
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SLAVERY IN THE WEST ON
THE EVE OF THE CIVIL WAR

Slavery in Western States and Territories
on April 12, 1861
(The Day of Firing on Fort Sumter)
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A. Ludlow Kramer,
(Sam Reed)

I+ The blood of slavery seeped deep into
the American soil and cannot be easily
removed. But here in Washington state,
where slave ships never docked, we have
tended to believe ourselves safe from the
curse of slavery’s heritage.

i

* Yet more than an echo of the distant
struggle has reach us here; a smaller-
scaled contention proceeds as our local
society agonizes within itself, for we are
also Americans and our ground is also
stained.
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Slavery in Washington Territory
The Saga of Charles Mitchell
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The Puget Sound Herald,
Steilacoom, Washington Territory, September
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“... We had hoped that we
were a little too far north
for the “infernal nigger” to
interfere in our local
politics. But we are
mistaken and perhaps if
we had a superior force in
these waters, we might
have “a bit of a row.” The
child of a white father and
a slave mother has been
taken from an American
vessel and restored to
liberty in a foreign
country...and it is high
time we had a fight.

The Saga of Charlie Mitchell: Opposing

* Chief Justice Cameron
decided that the law was
clear: that no man could be
held a slave on British
soil.... He therefore ordered
Charles to be forthwith set
at liberty. The decision was
met by considerable
applause and a few hisses.
The boy was then welcomed
to liberty by his [white and
colored] friends. It was a
righteous decision.

— Victoria Colonist, September
26, 1860
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The United States as Seen By Americans
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Former Slave Cowboy Bose lkard
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Enslaved Mmer in Callfornla
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Slavery in California

ABETIH WARE in tha month of October,
1850, from Maryeville. s BILACK Q!RL.named HAGAR.
5 teet 5 inches bigh. 24 years of age, dark complexion,
round face. broad front teeth. Since leaving she Lkas
chapnged ber name to MARY. The above reward will be
paid if found in this county. or $1530 in any other
county ; to be delivered in the hands of the Sheriff of
$ap Francisco. je25 1w

- —

— —~——— -

“-10() REWARD- Runaway from MK&. EBLIZ-

Advertisement from the San Francisco Herald, 1852,
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John C. Fremont and the Free
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Jesse Applegate On Racial Attitudes in
Oregon, 1859

* Being one of the bied
Y

poor whites from
a slave state, | can §
speak with some
authority for that
class. Many of
these people
hated slavery but
a much larger
number hated free
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Western Abolitionists:
John Brown and Leland
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California’s Black Abolitionists:
Mifflin Gibbs, Mary Ellen Pleasant,
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Black and Mixed Race Choctaw Enslaved
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Enslaved People Marched West to Texas,
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The Face of Slavery in Texas:
Unidentified Enslaved Woman,

* | have no doubt of the right of
a civilized and Christian nation
to capture the African
wherever he may be found and
subject him to labor...than |
have of one of our people to
capture a wild horse on the
prairies and reduce him to
labor.

— Texas Judge C.A. Frazier, 1860
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SLAVERY IN TEXAS,
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Slave Plantations in Texas

DRAZORIN C
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Slave Auction, Austin, 1860
Linda, Enslaved Nursemaid, Brownsville,

Monday, January 28, 13



Frontier Family,
Brewster County, Texas ca. 1860
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Black Texas Cowboys, ca. 1870
Most were Formerly Enslaved
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West African Cattle Herds &




San Antonio, ca. 1855
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Blacks and Tejanos

* |n their tastes and social instincts, they
[the Mexicans] approximate the African.
The differences between them and the
Negro is smaller, and is much less felt, |
believe than that between the Northern
and Southern European races. Notice how
the [peons] meet the [slave] on an
equality. They do not marry with the
white population; they form their
connections among the slaves.

— Unidentified Delegate to the Texas Constitutional
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Comanche Camp,
Central Texas Hill Country, ca.
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Fugitive Slaves and Mexico

« Sometimes someone would come ‘long and try to
get us to run up North and be free. We used to
laugh at that. There was no reason to run up North.
All we had to do was walk...south, and we’d be free
as soon as we crossed the Rio Grande.

-Felix Haywood, former slave

Mexico has long been regarded by the Texas slave
as his

El Dorado for accumulation, his utopia for political
rights, and his paradise for happiness...

-The San Antonio Ledger, 1852
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The Underground Railroad in

Colorado
Terntory
18611876

Monday, January 28, 13






The Texas Emancipation Proclamation

 The people are informed that in accordance
with a Proclamation from the Executive of the
United States, all slaves are free. This involves
an absolute equality of personal rights and the
rights of property, between former masters and
slaves, and the connection heretofore existing
between them, become that between employer
and hired labor. The freed are advised that they
will not be allowed to collect at military posts;
and that they will not be supported in idleness
either there or elsewhere.

—-General Gordon Granger, U.S. Army, June 19, 1865
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Juneteenth
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INDIAN TERRITORY TO 1865
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Slave Population in Indian Territory, 1860

Total ~ Slave
Tribe Population Population Percentage

Cherokee 13,821 2,511 15
Choctaw 13,666 2,349 14
Chickasaw 4,260 975 18
Creek 13,550 1,532 10
Seminole 2,630 1,000* 29

*The Seminole forbade a census enumeration of their black population. The figure
above is an estimate provided by Michael F. Doran.

Source: Michael F. Doran, “Population Statistics of Nineteenth Century Indian Terri-
tory,” Chronicles of Oklahoma 563:4 (Winter 1975), 501.
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Blacks and Indians in Georgia,
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Lands Inhabited by Native Americans Before

— MICHIGAN s N.Y. :
IR (  [TERRITORY. - A
UNORGANIZED TERRITORY \ PENNSYLVANIA . CON
: .
ILLINOIS INDIANA ~— DEL.
(PN
VIRGINIA
__—,f\ NORTH CAROLINA ™
\SOID”’O’.
Chlm“y SOUTH
wr CAROLINA
MEXICO
ATLANTIC
CEAN

Ceded lands and
dates of cession

Indian reservations

- Routes of Indian removal
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avery in Indian Territory, 1859:
Cherokee Slave Cabin
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Slave Control Law

The Cherokee Nation, 1846

Be it enacted by the National Council, That from and after the
passage of this act, it shall be lawful to organize patrol companies
in any neighborhood, where the people of such neighborhood
shall deem it necessary; and such company, when organized,
shall take up and bring to punishment any negro or negroes,

that may be strolling about, not on their owner’s or owners’
premises, without a pass from their owner or owners.

Be it further enacted, That any negro not entitled to Cherokee
privileges, that may be found or seen carrying weapons of any
kind, such as guns, pistols, Bowie-knives, butcher-knives or dirks,
such patrol company may take, and inflict as many stripes as
they think proper, not exceeding thirty-nine lashes.!
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"$20 REWARD.
“WILL give the aboverenard for
the apprehension of a" negro’ man |
named Stephen, above twenty years|
old, yellow cowmplexion, six feet high: |
‘I'ic flas been lurking about for one
manth, telling that Ius  Misiress has |
himn'out on business, When lasiheard !
from he was at Polly’ Mecullaris Ba- |
yolr manard. AP
MARGARETT ROOT. |
Cherokee Agency. ¢
October 16th 1840, l
©$20 WWRAA D3N VAL l
AD IeSUARL, GAY TIT DIIBL TCZ|
Y&T GChil DEOK DRIL DLLARAS &~
A0BOVIWIWALA TGO ALS CAIYE b |
Ghi A0Z34 hOPZ PLE TRWETD MW,
D4ANDOY CLEGLIOE BVw* DY IT-|
fi@Vd DYECT{DY.-IRA AD T8 I¥ A0AL:
ALHRAA CFAL; HIAZ DI AT G L IVTE|
SAQT IATH0S CBRART,
. DhGWY JSAAT, '
“' LD,QY, 0. DE COAGIr.
L 3hza 0411684, 79 1849. ";

Source: Cherokee Advocate,
22 October 1849.
Also appeared in the following issue.

X $20 REWARD. =
"W WILL give the above rewded Yor
2 Negro mannamed 184 AC, be-
tween 35 or 40 years old and abiput over,
six feot.high. Jsaac formerly helong:|
ing to . Jas, Vann Sr..at Beatties:rai-!
rie. who sold him.to Jas.8. Vann,lrom |
whom he rap away about Ist Februa-:
ry. It is_supposed be is now cither
about Jas. Vann's Senr. orthe moulli
‘of Hinois - River as.he- hes,n wife af
cach place. o g2 3
. GEO. M. MURRELL.
Sept. Srd,—46 4w. ;
$20 A0 1w nvAL.

GAY AD JAWAP Els4 DVALTST
| DEI0aA TOLZIDEART XY, IVTE, B.
\Trar4a GAY'L AD DEORT TCZ YaY
ChIN GAY TIT CIVAJL DIDA, CRY
AD DEOIT D4 KDAAAN JAYIL D o8-
RAL AY TCSABE. WHNZ VLP TaW-
oA CRAYP PERAL THA, CAY AD
NEORT RBLY, SAAC IR, IVTe eoobY
D TAL RA. 00202 QM DNONQY
CRYZ Db CPGMI GSOMY braniy O-
PZEAOIL. SFij delfR B ol

AAZ Y, CHOIOIH, I8AQ D A0
-V BELAANITAIF AN BYIDEIO- O
JALOFACS JOB AOR  KIXA WELA-
Jek GO OLLT; AReF DIOT T4 08
ARF VLT DI UHOPO  TAS"
| GAYOIRITIPN LTS
|
|

DE DANERJIE
10Ah 9Q 311 TE-404w 1849

Source: Cherokee Advocate,
22 October 1849.

$20 ad also appeared in issues
from 10 September 1849-

29 October 1849.

$50 ad appeared in issues from
28 January 1850-22 April 1850.
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A Black Girl Interprets for a
Cherokee Woman

* The spectacle seems (;
strange no doubt, =
the coal black girl 7 \WR\
speaking both
English and
Cherokee and
keeping the old
woman informed as
to what was being
said.

\"
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The Civil War in Indian Territory:
Opothleyahola’s Exodus to Kansas,

Sac¢ Fox Reservation
(Dec. 186)-18635)

LeRoy
(April 1862~
® Nov. 184)
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g ft Beimore |
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%
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G 1862)
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BackSone Mountain
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Silas Jefferson,

First Indian Home Guard

* The Negroes in the
Territory have
somehow been
impressed with the
idea that the war is
being wages on their
account and the
present is the time
when their shackles
shall fall and their race
shall be free.

— Major A.C. Ellinthorpe,
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Slavery in Oregon:
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The Debate Over Slavery:
Matthew Deady, Proponent

 The argument that
Negro labor will not pay
in Oregon is begCFing
the question or dodging
it. | believe and can
show that Negro labor
will pay better in
Oregon than in any
state in the Union,
simply because labor of
any kind is more
valuable here than in
any of the states.
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The Debate Over Slavery:
Unidentified Opponent

* | see no reason [that] should cause us to
bring here the withering blighting curse of
slavery—to create style and establish an
aristocratic spirit in our midst—to cause the
rich man with his slaves to lord it over his
poor neighbor—to see our sons working side
by side with the rich man’s slave.

« “Correspondent” Oregon Statesman, August 18, 1857
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The Debate over Slavery in the Oregon Territorial
Legislature, 1857: Rep. William Allen, Yamhill County,
Responding to Rep. Thomas Dryer, Multnomah County

 The gentleman says that slavery does not exist here.
Well, it has been proved upon this floor that slavery
does exist in this Territory in several counties.
There are some in Benton, Lane, Polk, Yamhill and |
know not how many other counties... Well, sir,
slavery property is here! It then becomes our duty
to protect that property as recognized by the
Constitution of the United States.

Journal of the Ninth Regular Session of the [Oregon Territory]
House of Representatives, printed in the Weekly Oregonian,
December 26, 1857
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The Vote on Slavery and Freedom in the Oregon
Territory, November, 1857

 Ratification of the Constitution of Oregon
* Yes 7,195
« No 3,215

« Should Slavery Exist in Oregon?
* Yes 2,654
« No 7,727

* Do you Vote for Free Negroes in Oregon?

* Yes 1,081
« No 8,640

Source: Charles H. Carey, The Oregon Constitution and Pr ceedln S
and Debates o?the Cons’tltutlon ‘T%onventlon of 1857 (Salem, g6)
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The Compromise of 1850:
The U.S Senate Debates the Admission of California as a
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Divided America:
The Compromise of 1850
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California & The Struggle Against Slavery
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“ARCHY

TO LTEL B PRIBNDS

..‘...or TER.QQ...

CONSTITUTION AND LAWS.

HE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE
¢ Colored People having expended a large amount, and in
i curred heavy obligatione in prosecuting and defending the case
t in the Courts of 8Bacramento, 8tockton and 8an Francisco, and
{ believing the principles to be vindicated are those which should
I interest all lovers of right and justice, independent of com-
y Plexion, respectfully solicit contributions for this object, which

will be faithfully appropriated, if left with

- m20-3t E.J. JOHNSON, 184 Clay street.
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San Francisco in 1858
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Peter Lester and the Struggle for
Freedom in California

 When they left [my
home] we had
them strong in the
spirit of freedom.
They were leaving
slavery every day.

-+ Peter Lester,

~ « San Francisco,
1854
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Mary Ellen Pleasant & the Struggle for
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Bridget “Biddy”
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Los Angeles of the Bridget “Biddy” Mason Era,

Since the
petitioners are in
a free state all of
the said persons
of color are
entitled to their
freedom and are
free forever.

Los Angeles
District Court
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The Mason Memorial
331 Sprmg Street (Downtown Los
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Black Californians:
The Challenge to Slavery
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¢ A RCHY. The wealthy

TO TEHE FRIEN DS CHISIUIEREe[el
exhibit a great

CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. deal of energy and

— intelligence in
HE GOMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE . g g
Colored People having expended a large amount, and in- IYsAVANQ g t h elr
curred heavy obligationt in prosecuting and defending the case
in the Courts of SBacramento, 8tockton and San Franciseo, and b rEt h re n .
believing the principles to be vindicated are those which should
interest all lovers of right and justice, independent of com- —
plexion, respectfully solicit contributions for this object, which G erman O b Serve r’
will be faithfully appropriated, if left with 1 8 5 8
m20-3t E.J. JOHNSON, 184 Clay street.
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NEBRASKA
TERRITORY

KANSAS
TERRITORY

Tooeka.
»*

Lawrence
May 21, 1856

Osawatomie

Aug. 31, 1856
E3

*
Pottawatomie Creek
(led by John Brown)
May 24, 1856

Attacks by
free-state forces
Attacks by
pro-slavery forces

50 miles
J

Kansas City

50 kilometers

MISSOURI

rais des Cygnes

y 19, 1858
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Women Abolitionists in Kansas
Clarina Nichols & Sara Robinson
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BLEEDING KANSAS
John Brown
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Anti-Slavery Men in Kansas,
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In Front of the Free State Hotel, Lawrence,
Kansas, With Historian William Tuttle,

LN ‘ by

N
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Kansas Tribute to Abolitionists:
The State Senate Chamber
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Henry Clay Bruce’s Flight to Freedom in
the West

« | strapped to my waist a pair
of Colt ‘s revolvers and
plenty of ammunition for the
run to the border.

 We avoided the main road
and made the entire trip at
night without meeting
anyone... We crossed the
Missouri River on a ferry
boat to Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. | then felt myself a
free man.
— Henry Clay Bruce, 1863
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Seeking Freedom on a Bridge

« [Thousands of Missouri Slaves] found their way into the
Union lines.... Protected by the gallant Union soldiers in
the free state of Kansas. Others still, crossed the
Missouri River in search of liberty on the bridge of ice
which God...had built for their special accommodation.

These people...came among us wholly destitute of the
means of living.... Their sufferings were partially relieved
by the benevolence and charity of friends here and
elsewhere....

— The Leavenworth Daily Conservative, July 8, 1862
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»  KANSAS EMANCIPATION LEAGUE;

| < TO THE
FRIENDS DF IMPARTIAL FIREED

' s . X ¥ ~1 in regard to th
Ocr nam? indicates tha parpas2 of this organization. The hour has past for elaborat: argam>r wilfally bliod can

im2 whose results are visible in civil strife, War teaches in such startliog Innguafa that nove not "oy <
import—that Union is impossible and Fraedon & myth while Slavery exists. Liberty deals 'imv “,I‘,';]‘C":er‘; = e

n into self-respect

vational life. In it is no geography—n» race—no color,—Max is more than all. ‘We sezk resalts o
¢ work to overthrow Slavery, remove evil efficts from the nation, and cspecially to elevate the victis

om>n. T'bis, then, is onr sp2cial work. It lies at our door and waits for our bands. Re e,
Kansas was honored in bainz the instrumant whereby this continental tide of despotisia was first *'2Y At
people edacated i

lavery must, by its own laws, calminate in forez. A tervitory large as a continent was saved, and » fere e s of
iction that there can ba no peace without justicz. Out of Kansas cam» Harper's Ferry—the sacrific '* ‘-'“hm'"l'*“"" .
1 whose espacial grandeur our common humanity is glorificd. It is the glory and triamph of our Sti""’ ‘l “j" e "‘L“-
- death of those who dic for man. T'he Nation s2es how the key-note— Frezpox—which our granc’ P® :de lﬁuc
ans with cver-incraasing sudlimity through the varying chords of that maguificent symphony of sorr ™ - e
iumph, the centurics have prepared for thes: bours  This strife is bat the drift of the ages. It cn&‘ iy m;‘a ‘: D
. Fatherbood of God and the Brotherhood of Man—the Ution shall arise, disenthralled—redecme ¥ riumphant—¢
national life the equal rights of Man. - Fres 8
But honor brings duties. One there is abjut us now. 1t was true for Missonri in '54,—that l'"‘.“‘;,‘ r. “’é
ould not remain Slave. It is now truc for Kansas—that Missouri a Slave State, Kansas cannot rcu_‘?t',‘: Ll i+
ar border the beacon-light to the oppressad, and the n2cessities of the war have brouzht—s2eking LY IJ "b md“;?i(
petion—thousands of unfortunate victims from bondaga itself. They are among us with all the p:rsomJ :I: : b all th
ystem w iich has cmbrated them. They are to be lifted out of the slough, mad: manly and uscfal, ™ ."°°.f «:thin
= which this revolation brings, valuable to the nation, to the State, and to themselve: = Common hu @301 108 -
prbid refusing that refuge they seck in Kansas found thry
We hav.: thus thrown smong us n2arly four thoosand “ contrabands” They throng our towns, ‘h:{'o?rlibor Dar

alatils
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African American Refugees Arriving
in Kansas, 1862

e N » The Negroes are not
S O SRE coming. They are
here. They will stay
here. They are to
be our neighbors,
whatever we may
think about it,
whatever we may do
about it.

— Richard Cordley,

L~
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Kansas Federation of Colored
Women’s Clubs,
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Fighting for Freedom in the West

Colored Men Attention'!

FREEDOM TO ALL, THE NATIONAL
i o W i o e .

Now and Forever.

SECOND REGIMENT KANSAS
COLORED YOLUNTEERS,

SRR | W—

Y order of Major General Jumes G, Blunt, the under.
signed is authorized to )
RECRUIT ONE OR MORE COMPANIES
for the above regiment.

Able bodied men will receive $10 per month, clothing,
subsistence and medical attendance from date of enlist.
moent,

Hear what FREDERICK DOUGLASS says: ‘““‘The de-
cision of our destiny is now as never before in our own
hands. We may lie low in the dust, despised and spit
upon by every passer-by, or we may, like brave men,
rise and unlock to ourselves the golden gutes of a glori-
ous future. 70 Aold back i+ (o sneite infamy wpon our.
selves, and upon our children. The chance is now given us.,
We must improve it, or sink deeper than ever in the pit
of social and politicul degradation, from which we have
been ltrugglinf for years to extricate ourselves. ™’

Recruiting Rendezvous—Office of Dr. Bowlky, Fifth
Street, opposite Market House.

RICHARD J, HINTON,

Ist Lieut. and Adjutant 1st Reg't Kan. Col'd Yols,
Junel9 d&wtf
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Senator James Lane of Kansas
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Battle Flag of The 1st Kansas
Colored Volunteers
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