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Slavery in the West
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A. Ludlow Kramer, 
(Sam Reed)

• The blood of slavery seeped deep into 
the American soil and cannot be easily 
removed.  But here in Washington state, 
where slave ships never docked, we have 
tended to believe ourselves safe from the 
curse of slavery’s heritage.

• Yet more than an echo of the distant 
struggle has reach us here; a smaller-
scaled contention proceeds as our local 
society agonizes within itself, for we are 
also Americans and our ground is also 
stained.
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Slavery in Washington Territory
The Saga of Charles Mitchell
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The Puget Sound Herald,
Steilacoom, Washington Territory, September 

• Our proximity to the 
British Possessions 
on this coast afford 
the same [support 
for] an underground 
railroad that the 
Canadas do on the 
Atlantic.
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The Saga of Charlie Mitchell: Opposing 
• “… We had hoped that we 

were a little too far north 
for the “infernal nigger” to 
interfere in our local 
politics.  But we are 
mistaken and perhaps if 
we had a superior force in 
these waters, we might 
have “a bit of a row.”   The 
child of a white father and 
a slave mother has been 
taken from an American 
vessel and restored to 
liberty in a foreign 
country…and it is high 
time we had a fight.

• Chief Justice Cameron 
decided that the law was 
clear: that no man could be 
held a slave on British 
soil…. He therefore ordered 
Charles to be forthwith set 
at liberty.  The decision was 
met by considerable 
applause and a few hisses.  
The boy was then welcomed 
to liberty by his [white and 
colored] friends.  It was a 
righteous decision.
– Victoria Colonist, September 

26, 1860
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The United States as Seen By Americans 
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Former Slave Cowboy Bose Ikard
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Slavery in the West:
Former Slaves from the Indian Territory, Utah 
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Enslaved Miner in California, 
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Slavery in California
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John C. Fremont and the Free 
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Jesse Applegate On Racial Attitudes in 
Oregon, 1859

• Being one of the 
poor whites from 
a slave state, I can 
speak with some 
authority for that 
class.   Many of 
these people 
hated slavery but 
a much larger 
number hated free 
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Western Abolitionists:
John Brown and Leland 
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California’s Black Abolitionists:
Mifflin Gibbs, Mary Ellen Pleasant, 
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Black and Mixed Race Choctaw Enslaved 
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Enslaved People Marched West to Texas, 
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The Face of Slavery in Texas:
Unidentified Enslaved Woman, 

• I have no doubt of the right of 
a civilized and Christian nation 
to capture the African 
wherever he may be found and 
subject him to labor...than I 
have of one of our people to 
capture a wild horse on the 
prairies and reduce him to 
labor.

– Texas Judge C.A. Frazier, 1860
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Slave Plantations in Texas
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Slave Auction, Austin, 1860
Linda, Enslaved Nursemaid, Brownsville, 
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Frontier Family, 
Brewster County, Texas ca. 1860
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Black Texas Cowboys, ca. 1870
Most were Formerly Enslaved
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West African Cattle Herds & 
Herders
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San Antonio, ca. 1855
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Blacks and Tejanos
• In their tastes and social instincts, they 

[the Mexicans] approximate the African. 
The differences between them and the 
Negro is smaller, and is much less felt, I 
believe than that between the Northern 
and Southern European races.  Notice how 
the [peons] meet the [slave] on an 
equality.  They do not marry with the 
white population; they form their 
connections among the slaves.

– Unidentified Delegate to the Texas Constitutional 

Monday, January 28, 13



Austin, Texas in 1844
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Comanche Camp, 
Central Texas Hill Country, ca. 
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Fugitive Slaves and Mexico
• Sometimes someone would come ‘long and try to 

get us to run up North and be free.  We used to 
laugh at that.  There was no reason to run up North.  
All we had to do was walk…south, and we’d be free 
as soon as we crossed the Rio Grande.


 
 
 -Felix Haywood, former slave


 Mexico  has long been regarded by the Texas slave 
as his 


 El Dorado for accumulation, his utopia for political 
rights, and his paradise for happiness…


 
 
 -The San Antonio Ledger, 1852
• T
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The Underground Railroad in 
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The Texas Emancipation Proclamation
• The people are informed that in accordance 

with a Proclamation from the Executive of the 
United States, all slaves are free.  This involves 
an absolute equality of personal rights and the 
rights of property, between former masters and 
slaves, and the connection heretofore existing 
between them, become that between employer 
and hired labor. The freed are advised that they 
will not be allowed to collect at military posts; 
and that they will not be supported in idleness 
either there or elsewhere.


 -General Gordon Granger, U.S. Army, June 19, 1865
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Juneteenth:
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Blacks and Indians in Georgia, 
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Lands Inhabited by Native Americans Before 
the 
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The Trail of Tears
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Slavery in Indian Territory, 1859:
Cherokee Slave Cabin
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Slave Control Law
The Cherokee Nation, 1846

Monday, January 28, 13



Slave Punishment in Indian 
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Black Interpreter Among Seminole Tribal 
Leaders
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A Black Girl Interprets for a 
Cherokee Woman

• The spectacle seems 
strange no doubt, 
the coal black girl 
speaking both 
English and 
Cherokee and 
keeping the old 
woman informed as 
to what was being 
said.
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Slavery in Indian Territory: Black Choctaws

Monday, January 28, 13



The Civil War in Indian Territory:
Opothleyahola’s Exodus to Kansas, 
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Silas Jefferson,
First Indian Home Guard

• The Negroes in the 
Territory have 
somehow been  
impressed with the 
idea that the war is 
being wages on their 
account and the 
present is the time 
when their shackles 
shall fall and their race 
shall be free.
– Major A.C. Ellinthorpe, 
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Battle of Honey Springs, Indian Territory, 
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Slavery in Oregon:
Former Slaves, Lou Southworth and Mary Jane Shipley Drake, 
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The Debate Over Slavery:
Matthew Deady, Proponent

• The argument that 
Negro labor will not pay 
in Oregon is begging 
the question or dodging 
it.  I believe and can 
show that Negro labor 
will pay better in 
Oregon than in any 
state in the Union, 
simply because labor of 
any kind is more 
valuable here than in 
any of the states.
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The Debate Over Slavery:
     Unidentified Opponent 

• I see no reason [that] should cause us to 
bring here the withering blighting curse of 
slavery—to create style and establish an 
aristocratic spirit in our midst—to cause the 
rich man with his slaves to lord it over his 
poor neighbor—to see our sons working side 
by side with the rich man’s slave.

• “Correspondent” Oregon Statesman, August 18, 1857
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The Debate over Slavery in the Oregon Territorial 
Legislature, 1857: Rep. William Allen, Yamhill County, 
Responding to Rep. Thomas Dryer, Multnomah County

• The gentleman says that slavery does not exist here.  
Well, it has been proved upon this floor that slavery 
does exist in this Territory in several counties.  
There are some in Benton, Lane, Polk, Yamhill and I 
know not how many other counties… Well, sir, 
slavery property is here!  It then becomes our duty 
to protect that property as recognized by the 
Constitution of the United States.


 Journal of the Ninth Regular Session of the [Oregon Territory] 
House of Representatives, printed in the Weekly Oregonian, 
December 26, 1857
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The Vote on Slavery and Freedom in the Oregon 
Territory,  November, 1857

• Ratification of the Constitution of Oregon      
• Yes  7,195   
• No  3,215

• Should Slavery Exist in Oregon?
• Yes  2,654
    
• No  7,727

• Do you Vote for Free Negroes in Oregon?
• Yes  1,081
    
• No  8,640


 Source: Charles H. Carey, The Oregon Constitution and Proceedings 
and Debates of the Constitutional Convention of 1857 (Salem, 1926)
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The Compromise of 1850: 
The  U.S Senate Debates the Admission of California as a 
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Divided America:
The Compromise of 1850
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Ca. Gold Rush Ad
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California & The Struggle Against Slavery
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San Francisco in 1858
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Sarah and Peter Lester, 1861
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Peter Lester and the Struggle for 
Freedom in California

• When they left [my 
home] we had 
them strong in the 
spirit of freedom. 
They were leaving 
slavery every day.

• Peter Lester, 
• San Francisco, 

1854
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Mary Ellen Pleasant & the Struggle for 
Freedom
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Bridget “Biddy” Mason
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Los Angeles of the Bridget “Biddy” Mason Era, 

Since the 
petitioners are in 
a free state all of 
the said persons 
of color are 
entitled to their 
freedom and are 
free forever.


 Los Angeles 
District Court 
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The Mason Memorial
331 Spring Street (Downtown Los 
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Black Californians:
The Challenge to Slavery

• The wealthy 
California negroes 
exhibit a great 
deal of energy and 
intelligence in 
saving their 
brethren.
– German Observer, 

1858

Monday, January 28, 13



Monday, January 28, 13



Monday, January 28, 13



The Wyandott As 
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The Underground Railroad in 
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Women Abolitionists in Kansas
Clarina Nichols & Sara Robinson
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BLEEDING KANSAS
John Brown
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Anti-Slavery Men in Kansas, 
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The Burning of Lawrence, Kansas, May 21, 1856
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In Front of the Free State Hotel, Lawrence, 
Kansas, With Historian William Tuttle, 
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Kansas Tribute to Abolitionists:
The State Senate Chamber
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Flight to Freedom:
Kansas, 1861-1865
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Henry Clay Bruce’s Flight to Freedom in 
the West

• I strapped to my waist a pair 
of Colt ‘s revolvers and 
plenty of ammunition for the 
run to the border.  

• We avoided the main road 
and made the entire trip at 
night without meeting 
anyone… We crossed the 
Missouri River on a ferry 
boat to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. I then felt myself a 
free man.
– Henry Clay Bruce, 1863
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Seeking Freedom on a Bridge 

• [Thousands of Missouri Slaves] found their way into the 
Union lines.... Protected by the gallant Union soldiers in 
the free state of Kansas.  Others still, crossed the 
Missouri River in search of liberty on the bridge of ice 
which God...had built for their special accommodation.


 These people...came among us wholly destitute of the 
means of living.... Their sufferings were partially relieved 
by the benevolence and charity of friends here and 
elsewhere....

– The Leavenworth Daily Conservative, July 8, 1862
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African American Refugees Arriving 
in Kansas, 1862

• The Negroes are not 
coming.  They are 
here.  They will stay 
here.  They are to 
be our neighbors, 
whatever we may 
think about it, 
whatever we may do 
about it.
– Richard Cordley, 
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Kansas Federation of Colored 
Women’s Clubs, 
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Fighting for Freedom in the West
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Senator James Lane of Kansas
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Battle Flag of The 1st Kansas 
Colored Volunteers
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